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What determines the degree to which some
event harms a subject? According to the
counterfactual comparative account, an event is
harmful for a subject to the extent that states
counterfactually dependent on it are overall
intrinsically bad for her. Unlike the causation based
account, this view nicely accounts for deprivational
harms, including the harm of death. However, I argue,
it ultimately fails, since not every intrinsically bad state
that is counterfactually dependent on an event
contributes to its degree of harm. So while the
causation based account is too restrictive, the
counterfactual comparative view is not restrictive
enough. In light of this, I suggest an alternative,
explanation based account of overall harm, according
to which the degree to which some event is harmful
for a subject is determined by the degree to which
(crudely) the states explained by it are overall more
intrinsically bad than intrinsically good for her.
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